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Hervey Edward Wetzel 

IN the death of Hervey E. Wetzel Boston has 
lost a citizen of rare promise and the Museum 
has lost one of its best friends. There are so few 
young men who, showing an interest in art, are 
able to give to it their undivided attention, and it 
so rarely happens that the student and lover of art 
has the means of becoming a collector. The 
interest in art is greatly stimulated, of course, by 
the possibility of collecting examples, and the 
knowledge of art comes quickly to those who are 
constantly comparing examples and selecting the 
best. By a combination of natural aptitude, inde- 
pendent means and singular opportunities, Wetzel 
was able in the short period of seven years, between 
the time of his graduation from college and the 
year of his death, to do a large amount of scholarly 
work and to make a collection which would be 
remarkable had it been the work of a lifetime. 

Wetzel was born at Detroit, Michigan, February 
2, 1888. He entered Harvard College in 1907 
and was graduated in 1911. His parents died 
while he was in college : his father in 1 907, his 
mother in 1 908. He was an only child and was 
left with considerable means. After graduation he 
returned to Harvard, to the Graduate School, to 
take up the study of Business Administration. 
Although he had considerable aptitude for business, 
he had very little interest in it, and it was not long 
before he was diverted. He was in the way of 
seeing a good deal of Edward W. Forbes and 
Denman W. Ross. Their interests were soon his, 
and he became a student of art and a collector by 
profession. In 1912 he went with Dr. Ross to 
Asia, returning home through Europe in 1913. 
In 1 9 1 6 he went again to Asia with his friend, 
Guy Lee. On these journeys he gave all of his 
time and attention to study and to the search for 
objects suitable for his collection. He was up 
early in the morning and worked hard every day 
and all day long with an eager interest and increasing 
enthusiasm. His work gave him the keenest enjoy- 
ment because he was following his one strongest 
interest and doing exactly what he wanted to do. 

Wetzel became a candidate for the Doctor's 
degree in the Graduate School at Harvard, and 
chose for special investigation the field of Persian 
and Mohammedan Art. He studied Arabic and 
was able in a short time to catalogue the manuscripts 
of his own collection and those of the Museum. 
The position of Curator in the Department of Persian 
and Mohammedan Art at this Museum was offered 
to him, but as he was already engaged in war work 
he declined the offer. The work he loved so well 
was set aside and he gave himself to the service of 
his country. He went to Plattsburg and completed 
the course of training there, but it was found that 
he had a weak heart and was physically unfit for 
military service. He then took up committee work 
and gave most of his time to it. During the summer 



of 1 9 1 7 he devoted himself to the care of our 
sailors stationed at Portsmouth. It was a difficult 
and troublesome undertaking, in which he was 
perfectly successful. Later he went to France in 
the service of the Red Cross and with the grade of 
Captain had charge of the very important Depart- 
ment of Permits and Passes. He was not physi- 
cally equal to the efforts required : the long hours, 
the difficult problems, the stress and worry. In 
letters to his friends he said again and again, " I am 
well, but so tired." Suffering from an attack of the 
grippe, he persevered in his work until he was taken 
to the Red Cross Hospital at Neuilly, where he 
died of pneumonia on the 1 4th day of October. 

He has generously remembered the Museum 
with a gift of a hundred thousand dollars, to be 
spent in the purchase of a few objects of supreme 
interest and importance. The great Chinese Stele 
and a considerable part of his collection will remain 
in the Museum, in accordance with a request 
addressed to his executors. Seeing what he 
achieved in less than seven years, only a part of 
this time being given to study and to the collecting 
of works of art, we cannot but think of what he 
might have achieved had his life been spared. 



Notes 

The Museum announces the following series 
of lectures on " The Art of India and Persia," to 
be given in the Lecture Hall of the Museum on 
Thursdays at 3 P. M. : 

Mr. John Ellerton Lodge, Curator of Chinese and 
Japanese Art: 
January 23. Introductory : Methods of Ap- 
proach. 
Dr.Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, Keeper of Indian 
Art: 
January 30. The Background of Indian 

Thought. 
February 6. Hindu Sculpture and Architecture. 
February 1 3. Buddhism and Early Buddhist Art. 
February 20. Later Buddhist Art in India and 

Indonesia. 
February 2 7. Indian Painting : Rajput and 

Mughal. 
March 6. Persian Painting. 

Tickets for the series will be mailed on request ; 
the application to be accompanied by a stamped 
and addressed envelope. 

At a special meeting of the Trustees held 
October 1 7, Mr. Henry Lee Shattuck was elected 
to fill the vacancy on the Board occasioned by the 
death of A. Shuman. 

On Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays. 
from two to four, Miss Millet will act as guide in 
the Museum galleries to men in the service. 

An EXHIBITION of paintings, water-colors and 
drawings from the collection of the late Henry 
Adams was opened on November 29 in the room 
adjoining the office of the Curator of Prints. 



